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The profession of Principal Educationnel A dviser and the
school life, 50 years after may 1968



Christine FOCQUENOY SIMONNET

The ‘surveillant general’ (chief supervisor) between fiction and history

Abstract: School scenes in nineteenth and twentieth literature and classical movies draw a
dark school environment such as barrack or jail.  Writers, caricaturists  and movie directors
venomously criticize school Fiction contributes to truth about past. This was admitted after
biting epistemological discussions. This article analyses school scenes and, then, focuses on
the  ‘surveillant  général’  (chief  supervisor),  a  key character  in  French schools,  during  the
nineteenth and twentieth centuries. In collective imagery,  he appears as a strong character,
firmly  enforcing  order  and  discipline  in  secondary  schools,  a  disciplinarian  in  a  strong
hierarchical system. We intend to approach him in a historical way which cross-references
different historical sources and compare to his fictional portrait.

Key words: ‘Surveillant general’ (chief supervisor). Secondary schools. Fiction and history.
School scenes.

***

Loïc CLAVIER and Régis RÉMY

The emergence of the CPE profession since 1945:
analysis of a process unfinished co-construction

Abstract: The historic approach of the Senior Education Advisor most often boils down to
examining successive official texts. This legal and necessary chronological observation is not
enough to perceive the diversity and complexity of significant events that have long remained
in the shadows. Beyond the socio-economic and socio-cultural requirements which condition
the evolutions of the educational system, this research described at the end of the Second
World War at the heart of the educational renovation seems to have long come up against
conservatism. Faced with a story that remains to be understood in its entirety, it is a question
of identifying the initiators and activists of this profession as well as the sometimes delicate
stages that they had to go through before finding the elements of a professional reconstruction
in a education system in search of democratization.

Key Word: History. New Education. Educational relationship. Democratization. Sociological
agents.



Didier MOREAU

The possibility of professional ethics for education counselors in France

Abstract: This article sets the framework for a professional ethic of CPE within the school
community. After having identified the conditions of legitimacy of such an ethics in moral
philosophy, it marks the specificity of the position of the CPE body and analyzes how the
function of “council”, related to the moral world, introduces an ethical orientation with a view
to an emancipation of the subjects by the realization of a formation of oneself  led like a
“coherent life”.

Key  words: Teachers’  professional  ethics.  Moral  education.  Education  counselors.
Intellectual empowerment. Self-education.

***

Dominique BRET

Examining the professionalism of the profession through the master’s thesis

Abstract: From the general supervisor to the Senior Education Advisor, the profession has
evolved in the institutions, the way to access it, and the training to achieve it as well. The 2nd
year of the Master is often experienced as a year divided between two worlds, that of training
and that of the field. The writing of a professional thesis attempts in a limited time to make
the connection between them by giving the opportunity to ask questions about the profession.
This article, based on the students’ theses of the ESPE in Paris, aims to bring to light the
models of professionalism that challenge the future CPEs. We will show that this question is
approached by different means, the texts being a privileged axis of entry which highlight the
intermediary position of the CPE in the education system. We will present what is said by the
profession  about  the  means  of  investing  the  roles  and  functions  of  the  CPE:  performer,
collaborator, educator, pedagogue, manager.

Key Words: Senior Education Advisor. Master’s thesis. Job. Professionalism. Role.



Jean-François DUPEYRON

Cartography of the fabrication of new General Supervisors

Abstract: This text proposes to draw up a viewpoint indicator for observing the evolution of
the  profession  of  Senior  Education  Adviser  (CPE)  in  the  current  context.  To  do  so,  it
establishes elements of a conceptual cartography of what constitutes the “factory of the new
ups and downs”: contrary to the historical movement which led the supervisor-general to fade
before the CPE, it  seems to us to highlight  another  movement,  driven by the accelerated
changes in work, and erasing some key elements of the profession of CPE in favor of a new
educational paradigm: the managerial management of the school population by new outbreaks
of neoliberal biopolitics. The Foucauldian anchoring of the argumentation draws on recent
developments in schools (biometrics, digitization,  professionalisation of trades, ethical and
political  subsidence  of  initial  training,  individualisation  of  human  resources  management,
etc.) to draw up the disturbing portrait of an evolution that is not foreign to the tensions on the
concrete meaning of the job of CPE, 50 years after the educational hopes and the critics of the
educational institution propelled by the movement of May 68.

Key Word: Cpe. Neo-Surge. School Life. Foucault. Neoliberalism.

***

Xavier RIONDET

The “Surgés” and the supervisory personnel in the educational renovation. 
Towards an anamnesis of the problems of the contemporary “CPE”

Abstract: How explain by history the gap between the educational wishes of the neo-CPE
and the concrete action they can have in an establishment ? The challenge of this contribution
is to consider how the history of pedagogy could give substance to certain elements found in
everyday  life  resulting  in  a  misunderstanding,  or  even  a  malaise,  in  this  entry  into  the
profession.  Based  on  texts  from the  “Les  Cahiers  pédagogiques”  review,  an  emblematic
publication of the tendencies of school evolution in France (middle school and high school),
this  contribution  study  how  the  supervisor  counselor  can  participate  in  the  pedagogical
renovation between 1945 and 1970. In this history of education from below, we highlight the
premises  of  certain  current  paradoxes  related  to  the  education  counselor  and  the  school
life’notion, but also to current reflections about school actuality.

Key words: General supervisor. Pedagogical renovation. Cahiers pédagogiques. History of
education.


