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Francine BEST 

 
 

Louis Legrand, founder of research in pedagogical sciences at the National pedagogical 
Institute 
Abstract: Louis Legrand started working at the National pedagogical Institute (IPN) in 1963 
as a member of the Rouchette commission, which was to reform the instruction of the French 
language in primary schools. In 1965 – before taking over the Direction of Research at the 
IPN – he initiated a large experiment, aiming to demonstrate the need for a renewal. Despite 
the obvious distrust of the ruling power in the IPN in 1968, and despite the slightly too 
formalistic aspect of the renewal project induced by the introduction of structural linguistics, 
the manner in which L. Legrand conducted the Rouchette Commission’s work can thus be 
regarded as a real prototype in educational research which he wanted to promote at the IPN, 
which was to become the INRDP from 1970 onward : research “for action” and focusing on 
global educational issues (which cannot be reduced to its “didactical aspects”), on 
democratization not only of schools, but also within schools, and on the way the pupils gain 
knowledge. 
 
Key words: Experimentation. National Pedagogical Institute. Revision of the French 
curriculum in elementary schools. Pedagogy-based research. 
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Catherine DORISON 

 

Louis Legrand and Secondary-School curriculum reform 
 
 
Abstract: In 1981, with a left-wing government in power, Alain Savary, the Minister of 
Education, instructed Louis Legrand to make proposals for transforming Secondary-schools. 
Seven years earlier, the law drawn up by René Haby abolished educational pathways and 
established a uniform secondary-school system called “college unique” but inequalities in 
students’ individual pathways remained highly visible. The proposals put forward by Louis 
Legrand are based on the results of two experimental research carried out under his direction 
within two uniform secondary-schools while he was leading the research unit at the INRP 
(National Institute of Pedagogic research). The originality of both the proposals and the 
experiments lies in the linkage between the structural transformation related to how students 
are sorted out and the transformation of pedagogical practices. However, these proposals would 
have required changes in schoolteachers’ services and work conditions, which gave rise to 
substantial oppositions. 
 
Key words: Secondary-school. Research for action. Democratization of education. Savary. 
Educational pathways. 
 
 
  



Alain  KERLAN 
 

Louis Legrand and positivism 
 
 
Abstract: In 1961, Louis Legrand published a work that is very seldom referred to : The 
Influence of positivism on Ferry’s educational reforms. The origins of the laic tradition. Yet, 
this work is by no means insignificant in its educational and political thought. It indeed 
illustrates the importance of positive philosophy in its main aspects: the epistemological, 
political, moral and religious aspects. While studying the work of Jules Ferry in the light of 
positivism, Louis Legrand kept developing his own educational thought and thus shaped his 
own intellectual growth to finally get a picture of the challenges encountered in schools. 
 
Key words: Louis Legrand. Jules Ferry. Positivism. Laic tradition. Positive thinking. 
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Pierre KAHN  
 

Louis Legrand and the awakening 
 
 
Abstract: In 1969, the introduction of a “one-third pedagogical time” and of “awakening 
disciplines” in elementary schools stemmed from a desire to reshape the pedagogical landscape 
to which Louis Legrand belonged. This paper examines the role played by Legrand within the 
Commission for pedagogical renewal set up by Faure in 1968. It illustrates the existing 
consistency between the Commission’s conclusions and Legrand’s pedagogical writings in 
which he firmly criticized the pedagogical approaches and the curricular structures then 
employed in the classrooms. 
 
Key words: Commission for pedagogical renewal. Elementary school. Awakening. 
Pedagogical reform. One-third pedagogical time.  



Bérengère KOLLY 
 

The philosopher Louis Legrand and the New Education 
 
 
Abstract: This text intends to refer to an aspect of Louis Legrand’s individual progress : the 
philosophical thought that laid behind his reasoning and actions. Based on the New Education, 
which provides the ideal breeding ground for action and reasoning on which Legrand built up 
his own thought, this text intends to reveal two things. On the one hand, it aims to update the 
proposals as laid out in the New Education and suggested by Louis Legrand, which means 
focusing on his techniques. On the other hand, it aims to question the philosophy – between 
positivism and pragmatism – that we might consider as being involved in the work of Louis 
Legrand. The relationship between these two elements helps us gain a clear understanding of 
the complexity of his own evolution as a thinker and as an institutional actor, as a philosopher 
and as a reformer. 
 
Keywords: Louis Legrand. New Education. History of school reforms. Pedagogy. Traditional 
pedagogy. 
 


